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Preface
In the movie of Dead Poet Society, the character of John Keating has a very 
famous quote and it was “carpe diem”, which means, seize the day. This quote 
has prompted many to make lives extraordinary and I think it is a good one!
There was another quote that he said, “No matter what anybody tells you, 
words and ideas can change the world”, indeed; words and ideas do change 
the world.
When I first started to journey into the field of environmental management, 
I have read and encountered numerous environmental problems and issues 
that I just do not know how to deal with them; of course I admit that I am 
ignorant because of the lack of exposures and experience. I had hoped that 
there will be a manual for me to choose my tools and shape my thinking of 
how to manage the environment.
This little book is a result of that.
This little book here is a brief collection of some useful tools that I have 
come across (they are however not exhaustive and there are no favourite) 
and also some of my thoughts on environmental management. The tools 
have opened my eyes to the possibility and opportunity of managing the 
environment. The thoughts are the result of the thinking exercise that 
I have put in and I hope they will serve as a guide for the way forward in 
environmental management.
Of course, I appreciate your feedback and correction; we learn from mistakes 
and truth, so your feedback is very much welcome.
Agree to disagree is what I have always practised. As people changes, 
thoughts and tools evolve as well, nothing stays the same, except the truth.
So, I encourage you to use this little book as a guide to manage the 
environment (if helpful) and also a supplement to good sleep (if unhelpful 
and boring).
Vun Leong Wan
Faculty of Science and Natural Resources
Universiti Malaysia Sabah
2014
